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GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST INCINERATION 2011

POINTS YOU MAY WISH TO INCLUDE IN YOUR PRESS RELEASE

Incineration perpetuates the lazy black bin bag culture in which the wasteful rich strip the poorer parts of the world of their natural resources. In the UK we consume resources as if there were three Planet Earths instead of one. 
In the developing world people lose their homes, their livelihoods and sometimes their lives because forests are cut down for cheap paper and wood, because new bauxite mines are dug, and because we cannot be bothered to source carefully and conserve what we purchase.

Much of the so-called residual waste sent for incineration contains material which could be re-used, recycled or composted if the proper systems and mindset were in place. Much higher rates of recycling (70% and over) are achievable.

Climate Change already kills thousands of people and incinerators contribute to climate change. Claims that incinerators help reduce net greenhouse gas emissions are bogus. Where there is genuine residual waste it should be treated to minimise greenhouse gas emissions and then landfilled. There will be enough landfill capacity for a declining quantity of inert waste if re-use and recycling rates are maximised.

Incinerators are so inefficient at producing electricity that they typically emit twice as much greenhouse gas per KwHour as a coal-fired power station. Burning “green” waste is not carbon neutral: there is no system in place to ensure new vegetation is being planted at a rate to take up the CO2, there is no audit of how old or how green the “green” waste really is, the atmosphere cannot tell the difference, and there is an urgent need to reduce emissions from all sources. Incinerators are little more than greenhouse gas factories.

Even in those rare cases where heat is tapped off from an incinerator, it still produces more greenhouse gas than alternative methods of treating residual waste.

What goes into an incinerator comes out again. Matter does not magically disappear. It is transformed into gases, dust and ash, many of them toxic, many of them inadequately researched. Assurances by the Health Protection Agency have failed to prove beyond doubt that incinerators do not have a negative effect on flora, fauna and human health.

More information on what’s wrong with incineration is available from www.ukwin.org.uk and www.foe.co.uk. 

See the In Remembrance note left at the Colnbrook incinerator in 2009, below:
IN REMEMBRANCE
of the victims of waste incineration,

past, present and future,
including the residents of Berkshire, Surrey & West London whose health and quality of life may be damaged by the Colnbrook incinerator, the people all over the world whose lives will be progressively wrecked by climate change, and those in the poorer parts of the world whose resources are being stripped from them to feed the appetites of the wasteful rich.
THIS MODEST TOKEN IS LAID TO MARK THE GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST INCINERATION 2009 
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